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4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d)or(f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . Claims 1 -6, 9, 1 3-1 5, 22-27, 33-35, 39-41 , 83, and 89-93 are allowed 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: No prior art teaches and suggests it obvious in having an etching composition 
consisting essentially of: 

a non-aqueous composition of a polyhydric alcohol and at least two inorganic 
acids, wherein one of said inorganic acids is selected from the group consisting of 
sulfuric, boric, carbonic, perchloric, and sulfurous acid, in combination with the other 
limitations of claims 1, 5, 6, 13, 14, 15; 

a non-aqueous composition of a polyhydric alcohol and at least two inorganic 
acids, wherein one of said inorganic acids is selected from the group consisting of 
sulfuric, boric, carbon, perchloric, and sulfurous acid, in combination with the other 
limitations of claims 2-4; 

a non-aqueous composition of an alcohol and at least two inorganic acids, 
wherein one of said inorganic acids is selected from the group consisting of sulfuric, 
boric, carbonic, perchloric, and sulfurous acid, in claim 9; 

a non-aqueous composition of an alcohol and at least two different inorganic 
acids, wherein one of said inorganic acids is selected from the group consisting of 
sulfuric, boric, carbonic, perchloric, and sulfurous acid, in claims 22, 26, 27, 33, 34, 
and 35; 



Application/Control Number: 09/285,773 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1765 

a non-aqueous composition of a polyhydric alcohol and at least two different 
inorganic acids, wherein one of said inorganic acids is selected from the group 
consisting of sulfuric, boric, carbon, perchloric, and sulfurous acid, in combination with 
the other limitations of claims 23-25; 

propylene glycol, nitric acid and hydrofluoric acid in combination with the other 
limitations of claims 39-41; 

a non-aqueous composition of propylene glycol and at least two inorganic acids 
wherein one of said inorganic acids is selected from the group consisting of hydrofluoric, 
phosphoric, sulfuric, boric, carbon, perchloric, and sulfurous acid, in claim 83; 

a non-aqueous composition of an alcohol, sulfuric acid, and at least another 
inorganic acid, in claim 89; 

a non-aqueous composition of an alcohol, boric acid, and at least another 
inorganic acid, in claim 90; 

a non-aqueous composition of an alcohol, perchloric acid, and at least another 
inorganic acid, in claim 91; 

a non-aqueous composition of an alcohol, carbonic and at least another 
inorganic acid, in claim 92; and 

a non-aqueous composition of an alcohol, sulfurous acid, and at least another 
inorganic acid, in claim 93. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lynette T. Umez-Eronini whose telephone number is 
571-272-1470. The examiner is normally unavailable on the First Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nadine Norton can be reached on 571-272-1465. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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